November 17, 2014
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Re: Oppose H.R. 1422, H.R. 4012, and H.R. 4795: An Attack on Scientific Integrity and Public
Health
Dear Representative:
The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) works to turn environmental values into national priorities.
Each year, LCV publishes the National Environmental Scorecard, which details the voting records of
members of Congress on environmental legislation. The Scorecard is distributed to LCV members,
concerned voters nationwide, and the media.
LCV urges you to vote NO on H.R. 1422, H.R. 4012, and H.R. 4795.
H.R. 1422, the so-called EPA Science Advisory Board Reform Act would undermine the ability of the
Science Advisory Board to provide independent scientific advice to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). This bill would allow industry participation on the Scientific Advisory Board, while preventing
subject experts from being included. Additionally, new burdens imposed on the Board would needlessly
delay necessary public health and environmental protections.
H.R. 4012, the so-called Secret Science Reform Act of 2014 would endanger public health by preventing
the EPA from using the best available science. The bill contains favorable exemptions for industry and
would severely restrict the health studies that the EPA is able to use by prohibiting the use of peerreviewed studies with confidential health information. These types of studies are the basis for the best
research on pollution’s effects on people. This legislation cripples the EPA’s ability to develop effective
public health safeguards.
H.R. 4795, the so-called Promoting New Manufacturing Act is an attack on clean air protections. This bill
would create unclear procedural requirements and loopholes that could allow newly permitted industrial
facilities to be exempted from the most recent national air quality standards set by the EPA. This
legislation effectively creates amnesty for new facilities while delaying the permitting process and
threatening public health.
We urge you to REJECT H.R. 1422, H.R. 4012, and H.R. 4795, a collective attack on scientific integrity
and public health. We will strongly consider including votes on these bills in the 2014 Scorecard. If you
need more information, please call Tiernan Sittenfeld, Sara Chieffo or Alex Taurel in my office at (202)
785-8683.
Sincerely,

Gene Karpinski
President
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