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Because the next President will determine whether we continue to make progress or slide backward in the fight against
the climate crisis, the League of Conservation Voters urges every presidential candidate to be explicit about their plans
to combat the greatest challenge of our time. The next President must create real and lasting solutions that cut carbon
pollution while creating a clean energy future that continues to improve the economy and creates jobs. As they hit the
campaign trail all the presidential candidates have an opportunity to demonstrate exactly how they would do that.
Below is a selection of quotes and coverage of how the announced candidates (and potential candidates) from both
parties have spoken about the science of climate change, and their plans, if any, for tackling this historic challenge.

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES
DONALD TRUMP (R)
Trump: Global Warming “Of The Nuclear Variety” Is “The One We Have To Be Careful Of.” During a May 2016
campaign stop in Terre Haute, Indiana, Trump said, “We have Obama – you know, global warming, to him, is the single
biggest problem in our country, if you can believe that one. I believe global warming is the single biggest problem in our
country, but it’s made of the nuclear variety. That’s the one we have to be careful of. We better be damn, damn tough,
and damn careful, because nuclear is your problem with global warming. We have a president that talks about global
warming and he doesn’t talk about all these other problems.” [American Bridge, 160501_PH_871_A (12:30), 5/1/16
(video available from American Bridge)]
Trump: “Our Military Is Depleted, And We’re Asking Our Generals And Military Leaders To Worry About Global
Warming.” During An April 2016 foreign policy speech, Trump said, “Our military is depleted, and we’re asking our
generals and military leaders to worry about global warming. We will spend what we need to rebuild our military. It is
the cheapest investment we can make. We will develop, build and purchase the best equipment known to mankind. Our
military dominance must be unquestioned.” [Trump Campaign Website, 4/27/16]
Trump: “The Only Global Warming I’m Worried About Is Nuclear Global Warming.” During a May 2016 Republican
presidential town hall, Donald Trump said, “When I hear Obama get up and say the biggest threat to the world today is
global warming, I say, is this guy kidding? The only global warming - the only global warming I'm worried about is nuclear
global warming because that's the single biggest threat. So it's not that I'm a fan - we can't afford it anymore. We're
sitting on a tremendous bubble. We're going to be - again, $21 trillion. We don't have money.” [CNN, 3/29/16]
Trump: “I Am Not A Great Believer In Man-Made Climate Change … I Think Our Biggest Form Of Climate Change We
Should Worry About Is Nuclear Weapons.” On March 21, 2016, Donald Trump met with the editorial board of the
Washington Post. During the meeting, he had the following exchange with Washington Post editorial page editor Fred
Hiatt and editorial writer Stephen Stromberg:
HIATT: You think climate change is a real thing? Is there human-caused climate change?
TRUMP: I think there’s a change in weather. I am not a great believer in man-made climate change. I’m not a
great believer. There is certainly a change in weather that goes – if you look, they had global cooling in the 1920s
and now they have global warming, although now they don’t know if they have global warming. They call it all
sorts of different things; now they’re using “extreme weather” I guess more than any other phrase. I am not – I
know it hurts me with this room, and I know it’s probably a killer with this room – but I am not a believer.
Perhaps there’s a minor effect, but I’m not a big believer in man-made climate change.
STROMBERG: Don’t good businessmen hedge against risks, not ignore them?
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TRUMP: Well I just think we have much bigger risks. I mean I think we have militarily tremendous risks. I think
we’re in tremendous peril. I think our biggest form of climate change we should worry about is nuclear
weapons. The biggest risk to the world, to me – I know President Obama thought it was climate change – to me
the biggest risk is nuclear weapons. That’s – that is climate change. That is a disaster, and we don’t even know
where the nuclear weapons are right now. We don’t know who has them. We don’t know who’s trying to get
them. The biggest risk for this world and this country is nuclear weapons, the power of nuclear weapons.
[Washington Post, 3/21/16]
Trump: Climate Change Is A Hoax, And A “Money-Making Industry.” During a December 30, 2015 campaign rally in
Hilton Head, SC, Trump said, “So Obama is talking about all of this with the global warming and … a lot of it is a hoax. It’s
a hoax. I mean, it’s a money making industry, okay? It’s a hoax.” [News Universe, 12/30/15 (35:18)]
Trump: “It’s Really Cold Outside … We Could Use A Big Fat Dose Of Global Warming!” On October 19, 2015, Trump
tweeted, “It's really cold outside, they are calling it a major freeze, weeks ahead of normal. Man, we could use a big fat
dose of global warming!” [Donald Trump Twitter, 10/19/15]
Wall Street Journal Headline: “Donald Trump: I Don’t Believe In Climate Change.” [Wall Street Journal, 9/24/15]
Asked Whether He Agreed With Pope Francis’s Call To Act On Climate Change, Trump Said No; “I Am Not A Believer In
Climate Change.” In September 2015, Politico reported, “Donald Trump is at odds with Pope Francis when it comes to
climate change. In his White House address … the pope called climate change ‘a problem which can no longer be left to
a future generation.’ Asked whether he agreed with that on CNN's ‘New Day,’ Trump said no. ‘I think that clean air is a
pressing problem. You want to have clean air, clean water. That's very important to me, and I've won many
environmental awards. I am not a believer in climate change,’ Trump said.” [Politico, 9/24/15]


Politico Headline: “Trump: Pope Is Wrong On Climate Change.” [Politico, 9/24/15]

Trump Said He Would “Actually Talk” With Pope Francis And “See If He’s Serious” About Climate Change. In
September 2015, CNN reported, “If Donald Trump found himself in a private meeting with the Pope … the Republican
businessman would want to talk climate change. ‘He seems to be getting extremely political,’ Trump said of Pope
Francis, who will visit the United States for a historic trip … and has made addressing global warming one of his pet
issues. ‘I would actually talk to him about it to see if he's serious.’ Trump, who is skeptical of the idea that humans are
causing climate change, told Fox News' Greta van Susteren that he disagreed with the Pope and would look to gauge
why he might be speaking out about it.” [CNN, 9/21/15]
Trump Surveyed Rally Participants, Asking If Anyone Believed In Climate Change; “Wow, Not Much, Huh? Nobody?”
During a September 2015 campaign rally, a League of Conservation Voters member asked Trump, “I'm here to ask you
what your plan is to reduce pollution that is driving climate change and endangering public health.” Trump, in turn,
asked the audience, “Let me ask you a question, how many people here believe in global warming? Who believes in
global warming? Who believes in global warming, raise your hand? Wow. Not much, huh? Nobody? One person? Huh.”
[Huffington Post, 9/18/15; LCV, 9/18/15]
Trump: Climate Change Is “Not A Big Problem At All … It’s A Big Planet.” In a September 2015 interview on MSNBC’s
Morning Joe, following the second GOP presidential debate, Trump said, “I consider climate change to be not one of our
big problems. I consider it to be not a big problem at all. I think it’s weather. I think it’s weather changes. It could be
some man-made something. But, you know, you look at China, they’re doing nothing about it. Other countries are doing
nothing about it. It’s a big planet.” [MSNBC Morning Joe, 9/17/15]
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Trump: “I’m Not A Huge Believer In The Global Warming Phenomenon”; Manmade Contribution To Climate Change Is
“Not Nearly To The Extent” That President Obama Says It Is. During a June 2015 interview with CNN’s Jake Tapper,
Trump said, “I’m not a huge believer in the global warming phenomenon … There could be some manmade too, I mean,
I’m not saying there’s zero, but not nearly to the extent — when Obama gets up and said it’s the number one problem of
our country, and if it is, why is it that we have to clean up our factories now when China doesn’t have to do it for
another 30 to 35 years?” [CNN, 6/28/15]
Trump: “I’m Not A Believer” In Manmade Climate Change; “This Planet Is So Massive.” In a June 2015 Fox News
interview with Sean Hannity, Trump said, “I'm not a believer in manmade -- look, this planet is so massive. And when I
hear Obama saying that climate change is the number one problem it is just madness. And by the way it started this
global cooling, I mean we went through global warming.” [Fox News, 6/17/15]
Trump: If There Are Low Temperatures And Snow, “Where The Hell Is Global Warming?” In February 2015, Trump
tweeted, “Record low temperatures and massive amounts of snow. Where the hell is GLOBAL WARMING?” [Donald
Trump Twitter, 2/14/15]
Trump: Global Warming “Hoaxters” Are Using “Any And All Weather Events … To Justify Higher Taxes.” In January
2014, Trump tweeted, “Any and all weather events are used by the GLOBAL WARMING HOAXSTERS to justify higher
taxes to save our planet! They don't believe it $$$$!” [Donald Trump Twitter, 1/26/14]
Trump: Global Warming Is A Hoax. In January 2014, Trump tweeted, “NBC News just called it the great freeze - coldest
weather in years. Is our country still spending money on the GLOBAL WARMING HOAX?” [Donald Trump Twitter,
1/25/14]
Trump Referred To Climate Change As “Bullshit,” Adding, “Our Planet Is Freezing, Record Low Temps, And Our [Global
Warming] Scientists Are Stuck In Ice.” In January 2014, Trump tweeted, “This very expensive GLOBAL WARMING
bullshit has got to stop. Our planet is freezing, record low temps, and our GW scientists are stuck in ice.” [Donald Trump
Twitter, 1/1/14]
Trump: “Concept Of Global Warming Was Created By And For The Chinese” To Make U.S. Less Competitive. In
November 2012, Trump tweeted, “The concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make
U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.” [Donald Trump Twitter, 11/6/12]
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DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES
HILLARY CLINTON (D)
Sec. Clinton: “Climate Change Is An Urgent Threat” Which “Requires An Aggressive Response” To “Make America The
Clean Energy Superpower Of The 21st Century.” During an April 2016 primary victory speech, Sec. Clinton said, “We
Democrats agree that climate change is an urgent threat. And it requires an aggressive response that can make America
the clean energy superpower of the 21st century.” [Philly Voice, 4/27/16]
Sec. Clinton: Climate Change Poses “Extraordinary Threats … To Our Country And Our World.” During an April 14, 2016
Democratic primary debate in Brooklyn, NY, Sec. Clinton said, “We need to talk about this issue and we should talk
about it in terms of the extraordinary threats that climate change pose to our country and our world. And that's why for
the last many years, both in the Senate and as secretary of State, it's been a big part of my commitment to see what
could be done. But there has never been any doubt that when I was a senator, I tried -- I joined with others to try to get
rid of the subsidies for big oil. And I have proposed that again, because that's what I think needs to be done as we
transition from fossil fuels to clean energy.” [Washington Post, 4/14/16]
Since Becoming Sec. Of State In 2009, Sec. Clinton Worked To Secure Global Commitments – Especially From Large
Polluters Like India & China –To Reduce Emissions; Paris Climate Accord Shows The Impact Of Her Work. During an
April 14, 2016 Democratic primary debate in Brooklyn, NY, Sec. Clinton said, “Let's talk about the global environmental
crisis. Starting in 2009 as your Secretary of State, I worked with President Obama to bring China and India to the table
for the very first time, to get a commitment out of them that they would begin to address their own greenhouse gas
emissions. I continued to work on that throughout the four years as Secretary of State, and I was very proud that
President Obama and America led the way to the agreement that was finally reached in Paris with 195 nations
committing to take steps to actually make a difference in climate change.” [Washington Post, 4/14/16]
Sec. Clinton: Climate Change Is “Clearly Man-Made And Man-Aggravated.” During a March 9, 2016 Democratic primary
debate in Miami, Sec. Clinton said, “You can see already what's happening in Miami, particularly in Miami Beach with
tides rising. So we do have to invest in resilience and mitigation while we are trying to cut emissions and make up for the
fact that this is clearly man-made and man-aggravated.” [Washington Post, 3/9/16]
Sec. Clinton: “We Can’t Afford A President Who Ignores The Science” On Climate Change. On January 20, 2016, Sec.
Clinton tweeted, “Climate change is real. It’s hurting our planet and our people. We can’t afford a president who ignores
the science.” [@HillaryClinton Twitter, 1/20/16]
Sec. Clinton: “Climate Change Isn’t Some Abstract Future Threat – It Threatens Our Families And Economy Right
Now.” In January 2016, the NOAA released a report stating that 2015 was the second-warmest year on record, for the
contiguous United States. In response, Sec. Clinton stated, “Climate change isn't some abstract future threat—it
threatens our families and economy right now. We need to act.” [@NOAA Twitter, 1/7/16; @HillaryClinton Twitter,
1/7/16]
Sec. Clinton: “Ambitious” Paris Climate Agreement Was A “Testament To America’s Ability To Lead The World In
Building A Clean Energy Future Where No One Is Left Out Or Left Behind.” On December 12, 2015, “nearly 200 countries cemented a major international accord to fight global warming … capping years of fractious negotiations that
dragged on even as evidence of the dangers of runaway greenhouse-gas pollution mounted … The breakthrough tethers
non-binding national pledges to limit carbon-dioxide emissions with more formal agreements that enable monitoring
and verification of countries’ actions to ensure trust. Nations will also submit new plans every five years, a key provision
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that acknowledges that existing national pledges are nowhere near tough enough to prevent highly dangerous levels of
global warming. The accord sets a goal of a global peak in greenhouse-gas emissions ‘as soon as possible’ and holding
the rise in global temperatures to ‘well below’ 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial times, a benchmark for avoiding
many of most dangerous consequences of climate change.” Responding to the agreement, Sec. Clinton said, “I applaud
President Obama, Secretary Kerry and our negotiating team for helping deliver a new, ambitious international climate
agreement in Paris. This is an historic step forward in meeting one of the greatest challenges of the 21st century—the
global crisis of climate change. The Paris agreement is testament to America’s ability to lead the world in building a clean
energy future where no one is left out or left behind. And it was made possible in part by every person, business owner,
and community in the United States and around the world that stepped up to prove we don’t have to choose between
growing our economy and protecting our kids’ health and future—we can do both.” [National Journal, 12/12/15; Hillary
Clinton Press Release, 12/12/15]
Sec. Clinton: “Climate Change Is Already Taking A Toll On The Nation’s Infrastructure – Leaving Taxpayers To Pick Up
The Tab.” On November 30, 2015, Sec. Clinton unveiled her infrastructure plan. The plan, in part, read, “From rising sea
levels to more severe storms, heat waves, and wildfires, climate change is already taking a toll on the nation’s
infrastructure—leaving taxpayers to pick up the tab. Already, vulnerable communities are being disproportionately
affected by the impacts of climate change and the lack of resources to adapt. Clinton will work to ensure that federal
infrastructure investments are resilient to both current and future climate risks, and she will partner with states, cities
and rural communities to develop regionally coordinated, resilient infrastructure strategies.” [Hillary Clinton Campaign
Website, 11/30/15]
Sec. Clinton: “In Addition To Defending” The Clean Power Plan, “We Need A Clear Economic Program That Goes HandIn-Hand With Combatting Climate Change.” On November 9, 2015, Sec. Clinton received an endorsement from the
League of Conservation Voters. During her remarks, she said, “I have been very clear that combatting climate change is
not only the right thing to do, in order to preserve our planet [and] to deal with the threats that it poses, but it can be a
very smart economic approach as well. Why? In addition to defending President Obama’s historic gains that he’s made,
starting with the Clean Power Plan, but others as well, we need a clear economic program that goes hand-in-hand with
combatting climate change … Building on the Clean Power Plan, I will launch a clean energy challenge to partner with
states, cities, and rural America to accelerate clean energy deployment, building efficiency, and clean transportation.”
[PSB Satellite YouTube Channel, 11/9/15]
Sec. Clinton: Having Republicans Like Ted Cruz “Who Say Climate Change Is Not Science … Can Be Pretty Dispiriting,
But It Can Also Be Galvanizing.” On November 9, 2015, Sec. Clinton filed her candidacy for president with the New
Hampshire Secretary of State. In talking with the media during the filing process, Sec. Clinton said, “In 2008, the
Republican Party platform had a long section about climate change. And now we have candidates like Ted Cruz who say
climate change is not science. That can be pretty dispiriting, but it can also be galvanizing.” [New York Times, 11/9/15]
Sec. Clinton: Unclear Whether GOP Candidates’ Denial Of Climate Change Is Political Or True Belief, But It’s “Hurting
Our Country.” On November 5, 2015, Sec. Clinton appeared on ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel Live. During the interview, she had
the following exchange with the show’s host, Jimmy Kimmel:
KIMMEL: I find it interesting that the vast majority of the [Republican] candidates, and people who are
Republicans, believe that man-made climate change is a myth, or some sort of conspiracy designed to hurt our
economy. Do you think that most people genuinely believe that, or are they towing the party line?
SEC. CLINTON: “I think it’s both, Jimmy. I think some people do believe it. When you hear them say, as they
often, do, “I’m not a scientist,” my response that that is, “Go talk to one, and maybe you could get some
information that would enlighten you or educate you about the problems that climate change is confronting us
with,” because it IS an existential crisis. I think some [candidates] are doing it because they have strong
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supporters, people who are maybe from the fossil fuel industry, for example, and they don’t want to cross them.
So, they adopt that position, and whether they really believe it, or it’s just political opportunism, I can’t tell. But,
the fact is, it’s hurting our country, and what I don’t understand is, there are huge economic opportunities here.
If we were the clean energy superpower of the 21st century, we would create millions of new good jobs and
businesses, and we would transition away from fossil fuels, and help the climate at the same time.
[ABC, 11/5/15]
Sec. Clinton: “Significant” Bilateral Agreement Between United States And China Needs To Go Further; At Paris Talks,
“We Must Get Verifiable Commitments To Fight Climate Change From Every Country There.” During the October 13,
2015 Democratic primary debate, Sec. Clinton said, “When we met in Copenhagen in 2009 … President Obama and I
were hunting for the Chinese, going throughout this huge convention center because we knew we had to get them to
agree to something, because there will be no effective efforts against climate change unless China and India join with
the rest of the world. They told us they'd left for the airport. We found out they were having a secret meeting. We
marched up, we broke in and said we've been looking all over for you, let's sit down and talk about what we need to do
and we did come up with the first international agreement that China has signed. Thanks to President Obama’s
leadership, it has gone much further. I do think that the bilateral agreement President Obama made with the Chinese
was significant. It needs to go further, and there will be an international meeting at the end of this year, and we must
get verifiable commitments to fight climate change from every country there … I have been on the forefront of dealing
with climate change starting in 2009 when President Obama and I crashed a meeting with the Chinese and got them to
sign up to the first international agreement to combat climate change that they'd ever joined. So, I'm not taking a back
seat to anybody on my values, my principles and the results that I get.” [CNN Debate, 10/13/15]
Sec. Clinton Op-Ed: “Pope Francis Is Right … We Must Lead The Charge” To Act On Climate Change. In a September
2015 National Catholic Recorder op-ed, Sec. Clinton wrote, “Pope Francis is right. All countries and all people are
responsible for preventing the worst impacts of climate change. But countries like the United States have a particular
role. We are rich, powerful, and blessed with many advantages. We must lead the charge.” [Hillary Clinton op-ed,
National Catholic Reporter, 9/25/15]
Sec. Clinton Thanked Pope Francis For His Call To “Protect Our Environment.” In September 2015, Sec. Clinton
tweeted, “Gracias, @Pontifex. Tenemos que cuidar el medio ambiente, crear oportunidades económicas y defender los
derechos y la dignidad de todos.” Translated, the statement reads, “Thank you, @Pontifex. We need to protect our
environment, create economic opportunities and defend the rights and the dignity of all.” [HillaryClinton Twitter,
9/24/15]
Sec. Clinton: “Hard To Believe” Some Presidential Candidates Don’t Accept “Settled Science Of Climate Change.” In a
July 2015 campaign video Sec. Clinton said, “It’s hard to believe there are people running for president who still refuse
to accept the settled science of climate change, who would rather remind us they’re not a scientist than listen to those
who are. You don’t have to be a scientist to take on the urgent challenge that threatens us all. You just have to be willing
to act.” [Hillary Clinton YouTube Channel, 7/26/15]
Sec. Clinton: Pope Is Right, “Climate Change Is A Moral Crisis That Disproportionately Harms The Neediest Among Us.”
In response to the Pope’s encyclical on the moral responsibility to combat climate change, Sec. Clinton tweeted:
“@Pontifex is right—climate change is a moral crisis that disproportionately harms the neediest among us. We need
leadership, not denial.” [Twitter, 6/15/15]
Sec. Clinton: Candidates Who Defer Questions About Climate Change Saying “I’m Not A Scientist” Should “Start
Listening To Those Who Are.” During a June 2015 campaign speech, Sec. Clinton said, “Ask many of these candidates
about climate change, one of the defining threats of our time, and they’ll say: ‘I’m not a scientist.’ Well, then, why don’t
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they start listening to those who are?” [C-SPAN, 6/13/15]
Sec. Clinton: America Can Lead The “Global Fight Against Climate Change” And Become The “Clean Energy
Superpower Of The 21st Century.” During a June 2015 campaign speech, Sec. Clinton said, “We will make America the
clean energy superpower of the 21st century. Developing renewable power – wind, solar, advanced biofuels; building
cleaner power plants, smarter electric grids, greener buildings; using additional fees and royalties from fossil fuel
extraction to protect the environment; and ease the transition for distressed communities to a more diverse and
sustainable economic future from coal country to Indian country, from small towns in the Mississippi Delta to the Rio
Grande Valley to our inner cities, we have to help our fellow Americans. Now, this will create millions of jobs and
countless new businesses, and enable America to lead the global fight against climate change.” [C-SPAN, 6/13/15]
Sec. Clinton: “The Science Of Climate Change Is Unforgiving, No Matter What The Deniers May Say.” In a December
2014 speech at the League of Conservation Voters Annual New York Dinner, Sec. Clinton said, “The science of climate
change is unforgiving, no matter what the deniers may say. Sea levels are rising; ice caps are melting; storms, droughts
and wildfires are wreaking havoc. … If we act decisively now we can still head off the most catastrophic consequences …
The political challenges are also unforgiving, there is no getting around the fact the kind of ambitious response required
to effectively combat climate change is going to be a tough sell at home and around the world at a time when so many
countries including our own are grappling with slow growth and stretched budgets.” [LCV YouTube, 12/3/14; The Hill,
12/2/14]
Sec. Clinton: Climate Change Was “The Most Consequential, Urgent, Sweeping Collection Of Challenges We Face As A
Nation And A World.” In September 2014, at Sen. Harry Reid’s National Clean Energy Summit, Sec. Clinton called climate
change “the most consequential, urgent, sweeping collection of challenges we face as a nation and a world.” [Politico,
9/4/14]

BERNIE SANDERS (D)
Sen. Sanders Promised To Address Climate Change “The Way I Would Move Forward In Every Other Area … We Need
A Political Revolution In This Country.” During a March 9, 2016 Democratic primary debate in Miami, Sen. Sanders had
the following exchange with moderator Karen Tumulty:
TUMULTY: I want to move on to a subject that more than two dozen Florida mayors have asked to raise with
you. They have asked us to share with you their concern over the effects of rising sea levels and climate change
in their communities … You can see that no state has more at stake than Florida does. And no city has more at
stake than Miami, the city in which we are sitting. But many Republicans argue that this is not a man-made
problem. Senator Sanders, is it possible to move forward on this issue if you do not get a bipartisan consensus,
and what would you do?
SEN. SANDERS: Well, first of all, Karen, when you have Republican candidates for president and in Congress
telling you that climate change is a hoax, which is Donald Trump and other candidates' position, what they are
really saying is, we don't have the guts to take on the fossil fuel industry. What candidates are saying is if we
stand up to the fossil fuel industry, and transform our energy system away from coal and oil and gas to energy
efficiency and wind and solar and geothermal and other sustainable technologies, you know what happens to
that Republican who listens to the scientists? On that day, that Republican loses his campaign funding from the
Koch brothers and the fossil fuel industry.
TUMULTY: So you've just described the problem, but how would you move forward given that this is the
situation?
SEN. SANDERS: The way I would move forward in every other area. And what we are doing in this campaign is
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fighting not only to become president, but I'm the only candidate who says no president, not Bernie Sanders,
can do it all. You know what we need, Karen? We need a political revolution in this country.
[Washington Post, 3/9/16]
Sen. Sanders: Paris Climate Agreement Was A “Step Forward” But It “Goes Nowhere Near Far Enough.” On December
12, 2015, “nearly 200 countries cemented a major international accord to fight global warming … capping years of fractious negotiations that dragged on even as evidence of the dangers of runaway greenhouse-gas pollution mounted …
The breakthrough tethers non-binding national pledges to limit carbon-dioxide emissions with more formal agreements
that enable monitoring and verification of countries’ actions to ensure trust. Nations will also submit new plans every
five years, a key provision that acknowledges that existing national pledges are nowhere near tough enough to prevent
highly dangerous levels of global warming. The accord sets a goal of a global peak in greenhouse-gas emissions ‘as soon
as possible’ and holding the rise in global temperatures to ‘well below’ 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial times, a
benchmark for avoiding many of most dangerous consequences of climate change.” Responding to the agreement, Sen.
Sanders said, “While this is a step forward it goes nowhere near far enough. The planet is in crisis. We need bold action
in the very near future and this does not provide that.” [National Journal, 12/12/15; Sen. Sanders Press Release,
12/12/15]
Sen. Sanders: Climate Change “Absolutely” Remains The Greatest Threat To National Security. On November 14, 2015,
Sen. Sanders participated in a Democratic primary debate held in Iowa. During the debate, Sen. Sanders had the
following exchange with moderator John Dickerson:
JOHN DICKERSON: Senator Sanders, you said you want to rid the planet of ISIS. In the previous date you said the
greatest threat to national security was climate change. Do you still believe that?
SEN. SANDERS: Absolutely. In fact, climate change is directly related to the growth of terrorism. And if we do
not get our act together and listen to what the scientists say you're gonna see countries all over the world-- this
is what the C.I.A. says, they're gonna be struggling over limited amounts of water, limited amounts of land to
grow their crops. And you're gonna see all kinds of international conflict. But of course international terrorism is
a major issue that we've got to address today … What we have got to do – and I think there is widespread
agreement here – because the United States cannot do it alone … is lead an international coalition … nations in
that region are gonna have to fight and defend their way of life.
[CBS News, 11/14/15]
Sen. Sanders: “We Must Take Bold Action To Transform Our Energy System” In Order To Tackle Climate Change. On
November 13, 2015, Sen. Sanders tweeted, “We cannot let our grandchildren wonder why we did nothing about climate
change. We must take bold action to transform our energy system now.” [@SenSanders Twitter, 11/13/15]
Sen. Sanders: Climate Change Endangers The World, And Republicans Refuse To Acknowledge It. During an October
25, 2015 interview with PBS’s Charlie Rose, Sen. Sanders said, “The world's future is being endangered by climate
change that a Republican party refuses to acknowledge.” [PBS, 10/25/15]
Sen. Sanders: Any Republican Who Said That Climate Change Is Real, And “Bold Action” Is Needed To “Transform Our
Energy System” Would Be “Primaried By Big Energy Money And Likely Defeated.” On October 21, 2015, Sen. Sanders
sat down with MSNBC’s Chris Hayes for an interview. During the interview, Sen. Sanders said, “I would 99 percent
guarantee … that any Republican who said climate change is real, we have got to take bold action to transform our
energy system, that person would be primaried by big energy money and likely defeated.” [MSNBC, 10/21/15]
Sen. Sanders: “Public Consciousness Is Growing That Climate Change Is Real … People Are Saying, Yes, We Better Do
Something About It.” On October 21, 2015, Sen. Sanders sat down with MSNBC’s Chris Hayes for an interview. During
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the interview, Sen. Sanders said, “I think public consciousness is growing that climate change is real. People are seeing it
with their own eyes. They're seeing it in California in the droughts. They're seeing it in the southwest and other areas in
terms of forest fires, which are worse and more numerous than used to be the case. They're seeing it in a heat wave in
Pakistan. They're seeing it with their own eyes, and people are saying, yes, we better do something about it … I think the
issue of climate change is on the minds than a lot more people than the pundits think. And I think it is growing. I think
people are just very, very concerned. The evidence scientifically and what people are saying it's so real that people are
saying, hey, I'm worried about my kids and grandchildren and what kind of planet they will be living in.” [MSNBC,
10/21/15]
Sen. Sanders: Man-Made Climate Change Is Real, And “We Have A Moral Responsibility” To Transition From Fossil
Fuels To Sustainable Energy. During the October 13, 2015 Democratic primary debate, Sen. Sanders said, “Today, the
scientific community is virtually unanimous: climate change is real. It is caused by human activity, and we have a moral
responsibility to transform our energy system away from fossil fuel to energy efficiency and sustainable energy and
leave this planet a habitable planet for our children and our grandchildren.” [CNN Debate, 10/13/15]
Sen. Sanders: “I Believe Climate Change Is Absolutely Real.” In October 2015, Sen. Sanders said, “What I’ve found in
Vermont and around the country is that we go to people and say, ‘Look, we do have differences. I believe in gay
marriage. I’m not going to change your view if you don’t. I believe climate change is absolutely real, and some of you do
not. But how many of you think we should give hundreds of billions in tax breaks to the richest 1 percent?” [Washington
Post, 10/4/15]
Sen. Sanders: Pope Francis Sent Proud And Significant Message That “God’s Earth” Must Be Protected From Climate
Change.” In September 2015, CNN reported, “Sanders, who is Jewish and … was observing the important Jewish holiday
of Yom Kippur, said he also appreciates that the Pope is speaking ‘very proudly and significantly about climate change,’
sending a message that ‘God's earth’ must be protected. The displeasure with that message from conservatives also
doesn't surprise Sanders. ‘That's the pushback from the Koch brothers, and Exxon Mobil and the fossil fuel industry. But
that's his courage,’ Sanders said. ‘That's what I admire about him, his audacity and his courage.’” [CNN, 9/23/15]
Sen. Sanders: Climate Change Is The “Greatest Threat” To Our Planet; “Scientific Community Is Virtually Unanimous”
That Climate Change Is Real. During an August 2015 campaign stop in New Hampshire, Sen. Sanders said, “Climate
change is the greatest threat facing the planet.” He added, “The scientific community is virtually unanimous: climate
change is real. Climate change is caused by human activity.” [Daily Signal, 8/1/15]
Sen. Sanders Agreed “Very Strongly With Pope Francis That Climate Change Is The Great Planetary Crisis,
Environmental Crisis That We Face.” In July 2015, Sen. Sanders said, “I happen to agree very strongly with Pope Francis
that climate change is the great planetary crisis, environmental crisis that we face.” [National Journal, 7/14/15]
Sen. Sanders: U.S. Must “Lead The World In Tackling Climate Change” For The Sake Of Future Generations. According
to Sen. Sanders’ campaign website, “The United States must lead the world in tackling climate change to make certain
that this planet is habitable for our children and grandchildren … Unless we take bold action to address climate change,
our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren are going to look back on this period in history and ask a very simple
question: Where were they? Why didn’t the United States of America, the most powerful nation on earth, lead the
international community in cutting greenhouse gas emissions and preventing the devastating damage that the scientific
community was sure would come?” [Bernie Sanders 2016 Website, Climate Change & Environment]
Sen. Sanders: “On Climate Change, We Have A Moral Responsibility To Act Boldly.” [Des Moines Register, 7/7/15]
Sen. Sanders: Action Against Climate Change Is Necessary. In June 2015, Sen. Sanders tweeted, “The scientific
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community has been extremely clear. We must take bold action to address climate change.” [Twitter, 6/28/15]
Sen. Sanders: The Pope’s Statements on Climate Change Will Make A Profound Difference, And The Republican’s
Denial Of It Is Embarrassing. On HBO’s “Real Time with Bill Maher, Sen. Sanders criticized Republicans saying, “One of
the embarrassments that goes on in this country today is that we have a major political party called the Republican Party
that is rejecting what the overwhelming majority of scientists are saying. That is, of course, climate change is real and
caused by human activity.” He also praised the Pope’s recent encyclical on needing to combat climate change calling the
Pope “a miracle for humanity.” “He makes me very conservative on economic issues and that he spoke on climate
change in as forceful a manner as he did is just extraordinary…I think the fact that the Pope has spoken out will have a
profound impact all over this world.” [Real Time with Bill Maher, 6/19/15]
Sen. Sanders: Climate Change Is A Planetary Crisis; Scientific Debate Is Over, And Human Activities, Like Fossil Fuel
Consumption, Are “Already Causing Devastating Problems.” During Sen. Sanders’ campaign announcement speech, he
said, “This country faces more serious problems today than at any time since the Great Depression and, if you include
the planetary crisis of climate change, it may well be that the challenges we face now are direr than any time in our
modern history … The debate is over. The scientific community has spoken in a virtually unanimous voice. Climate
change is real. It is caused by human activity and it is already causing devastating problems in the United States and
around the world. The scientists are telling us that if we do not boldly transform our energy system away from fossil
fuels and into energy efficiency and sustainable energies, this planet could be five to ten degrees Fahrenheit warmer by
the end of this century. This is catastrophic. It will mean more drought, more famine, more rising sea level, more floods,
more ocean acidification, more extreme weather disturbances, more disease and more human suffering. We must not,
we cannot, and we will not allow that to happen.” [Sen. Sanders Campaign Announcement, 5/26/15]
Sen. Sanders Sponsored Legislation Acknowledging The Reality Of Climate Change, And Calling On Congress To Act To
Cut Carbon Pollution. In March 2015, Sen. Sanders offered an amendment to a budget bill which would acknowledge
the reality of climate change and call on Congress to take action to cut carbon pollution. The amendment was rejected
49-50. [SA 777 to S Con Res 11, Vote 89, 3/25/15; LCV 2015 Votes, Vote 89]
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