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CANDIDATE LEADERSHIP ENERGY GLOBAL WARMING CLEAN AIR CLEAN WATER PUBLIC LANDS

CAROL MOSELEY BRAUN          
LCV Lifetime Score: 80%

Worked to reduce toxic pollution in low-in-
come urban neighborhoods

Supported nuclear energy, opposed drilling 
in the Arctic refuge

Supports re-engaging in global 
warming talks

Opposed eliminating EPA’s 
auto emissions program

Supported higher 
standards for drink-
ing water protec-
tion

Supported wilderness protections, 
a ban on clearcutting in national 
forests, and limits on mining on 
public lands

GEORGE W. BUSH 
2003 LCV presidential 
report card: “F”

Received an “F” on his most recent LCV 
Presidential Report Card--the first failing grade 
given to a president in LCV’s history

Proposed energy plan with clear bias 
towards corporate interests; pushed for 
drilling in Arctic refuge and other sensitive 
areas and greater use of polluting energy 
sources such as coal and nuclear power 

Abandoned Kyoto treaty for 
further study of global warming; 
supports only minimal and volun-
tary reductions of carbon emis-
sions, cut global warming discus-
sion from recent EPA report on 
the state of the environment

Proposed rollback of Clean 
Air Act for older, polluting 
plants; his “Clear Skies” 
proposal would not reduce 
carbon emissions from power 
plants and would weaken 
existing law

Proposed limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Limited the amount of land eligible 
for wilderness protection; proposed 
a “Healthy Forests” plan to log 
more trees under the pretext of fire 
prevention; cut back on federal land 
purchases

WESLEY CLARK Chairman of a company that has developed a 
fuel efficient propulsion system for cars

Advocates for energy efficient vehicles; 
supports higher fuel efficiency standards; 
opposes drilling in the Arctic refuge

Supports international action but 
would renegotiate Kyoto treaty 
to include developing nations--a 
position not supported by the 
environmental community

Supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants

Supports “no net 
loss of wetlands” 
and increased 
funds for stormwa-
ter and wastewater 
treatment

Supports the roadless rule for 
national forests, opposes Bush ad-
ministration wilderness policies

HOWARD DEAN Protected hundreds of thousands of acres of 
Vermont land; made a well-received campaign 
speech on environmental issues

As governor, created an energy efficiency 
program but supported nuclear power, op-
poses drilling in the Arctic refuge

Supports mandatory caps on 
carbon emissions but would 
renegotiate Kyoto to include de-
veloping nations--a position not 
supported by the environmental 
community

Supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants and en-
forcing existing Clean Air Act 
rules for older plants

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act; as 
governor of VT, cut 
funding for water 
enforcement

Supports wilderness protection; 
opposes the “Healthy Forests” plan; 
as governor, protected hundreds of 
thousands of acres of land

JOHN EDWARDS
LCV Lifetime Score: 76%

Led Senate opposition to Clean Air Act roll-
backs

Supports a 10 percent renewable electric-
ity standard, opposes drilling in the Arctic 
refuge

Supports market-based “cap 
and trade” approach to reducing 
carbon emissions; criticized Bush 
administration for pulling out of 
Kyoto treaty 

Led fight against Bush’s Clean 
Air Act rollbacks in Senate; 
supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Supports wilderness protection and 
funding for federal land purchases, 
opposes the “Healthy Forests” plan

DICK GEPHARDT
LCV Lifetime Score: 66%

Advocated including environmental safeguards 
in international trade agreements; proposed a 
comprehensive national energy policy--”Apollo 
21”

Voted against higher fuel efficiency stan-
dards for cars and trucks, opposes drilling 
in the Arctic refuge

Supports an approach to global 
warming “that does not place 
unfair disadvantage on U.S. 
industry and our workers;”  voted 
against raising fuel economy 
standards to reduce global 
warming emissions.

Supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants and en-
forcing existing Clean Air Act 
rules for older plants

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Supports wilderness protection and 
funding for federal land purchases, 
opposes the “Healthy Forests” plan

JOHN KERRY
LCV Lifetime Score: 96%

Key player in recent Senate fights against drill-
ing in the Arctic refuge; led fight to increase 
fuel efficiency of cars and trucks; made well-
received campaign speeches on environmental 
and energy issues

Led fight to increase fuel efficiency of 
cars and trucks; key player in recent fights 
against drilling in the Arctic refuge 

Strongly supports policies (like 
increased fuel efficiency) that 
would reduce greenhouse gases; 
supports re-engaging with the 
international community to go 
beyond Kyoto 

Supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants and en-
forcing existing Clean Air Act 
rules for older plants

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Supports wilderness protection and 
funding for federal land purchases, 
opposes the “Healthy Forests” plan

DENNIS KUCINICH
LCV Lifetime Score: 90%

Opposes spread of genetically modified food 
and expansion of nuclear power

Opposes nuclear power expansion, sup-
ports higher fuel efficiency standards for 
cars and trucks, opposes drilling in the 
Arctic refuge

Supports Kyoto treaty and man-
datory caps on carbon emissions

Supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants and elimi-
nating Clean Air exemption 
for older industrial plants

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Supports wilderness protection and 
funding for federal land purchases, 
supports fire prevention geared to 
at-risk communities 

JOE LIEBERMAN
LCV Lifetime Score: 93%

Led battles to protect Arctic refuge since first 
elected; pushing for mandatory cap and trade 
program for carbon emissions; made a note-
worthy campaign speech on energy issues

 Led fights against drilling in the Arctic 
refuge; supports higher fuel efficiency stan-
dards for cars and trucks, and “clean” coal 
and nuclear research 

Sponsored Senate bill with man-
datory cap and trade program 
for carbon emissions, supports 
Kyoto treaty

Supports reducing pollution, 
including carbon emissions, 
from power plants and elimi-
nating Clean Air exemption 
for older industrial plants

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Champions wilderness protection 
for Arctic refuge, strong advocate 
for public lands protection in CT, op-
poses the “Healthy Forests” plan

AL SHARPTON Has called for action to end childhood lead 
poisoning in New York City

Supports higher fuel efficiency standards 
for cars and trucks and development of 
renewable energy

Supports re-entering Kyoto global 
warming discussions and manda-
tory caps on carbon emissions

Opposes the president’s pro-
posals to weaken the Clean 
Air Act

Opposes limiting 
the authority of the 
Clean Water Act

Position unknown

WHERE THE CANDIDATES STAND




