
Yo u r  G u i d e  t o  P l a n n e d  G i v i n g  w i t h  L C V

with the League of Conservation Voters

L e av i n g  A 
L e g a c y 



2



Climate change has become one of the greatest threats of 

our t ime,  exacerbating racial and economic inequalit ies 

and putt ing our l ives,  health,  and future at r isk.  I t  is 

imperative that we take action to keep the environment 

healthy,  leaving our planet better than we found it  for our 

kids,  our grandkids,  and those we care about most.

As we look to the future, what does it look like?

What challenges will our loved ones inherit?

How do you want to be remembered?
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Over the last 50 years, LCV has grown into a  

potent force for protecting our planet and  

everyone who inhabits it. LCV and state  

 

 

A Potent Force
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Why LCV? Why LCVEF? 
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The Impact  of Planned Giving
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Donation benefits
Leaving a gift to LCV or LCV Education Fund not only feels good, it comes with benefits.
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Planned giving Options
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Wills and Living Trusts
The most common planned gift, a gift through your will or living trust, can help us protect the environment 

for generations. This gift costs you nothing now but allows you to make a significant impact on the future.

Life can change really quickly, and making sure your estate plans reflect your wishes is important.  

Here is a list of just a few reasons why it might be time to create a will or update your estate plans:

• Have your children or dependents reached adulthood?

• Have you entered the workforce or changed jobs and rolled over your retirement plan?

• Has a loved one passed away recently?

•  Have you recently moved?

• Have you decided to leave a gift for your favorite charities?

• Has your life changed significantly since you last made updates?

Being prepared pays off in the long run. You have several options: you can take care of family first and 

name LCV or LCV Education Fund to receive a specific amount or percentage of your estate. Or, you can 

consider naming LCV or LCV Education Fund as a contingent beneficiary to be next in line after loved ones. 

Your wishes can be discussed with your attorney and/or financial advisor. For your convenience, we have 

included sample bequest language in these materials (see Next Steps section).
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Planned giving Options
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Beneficiary Designations
One simple way you can leave a legacy of protecting our environment is by filling out a short form and  

signing your name. You can include our organization as a beneficiary of any of these types of accounts:
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It’s easy to do 
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Recognizing Legacy  Donors
 “The way we’ve collectively treated this magnificent planet 

we’ve been given is with disrespect. We’ve been given a flawed, 

but creative and adaptable system of government, that can 

be part of the solution. As an American, as a beneficiary of the 

planet’s abundance, I’ve been given miracles. What I’m trying 

to do now is express gratitude for that. That’s why I’ve chosen 

to make a gift through my estate to the LCV Education Fund. 

The Education Fund combines the ideas of conservation on a 

large scale and employing grassroots power to make change at 

the local level as the most powerful means of actually making 

progress. Although I wish I could do more, I’m happy that I can 

invest in the future for my grandkids and others.”

Al BELL
Jay Harris Society Member from Arizona  
Retired Community Planner
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The Jay harris society
LCV and LCV Education Fund supporters who have chosen to include our organization in their estate plans 

become part of our Jay Harris Society. The Society is named for John “Jay” Harris IV, a visionary LCV Board 

member who understood that planned giving would be critical for supporting the future of our movement.

Members of the Jay Harris Society receive recognition in certain materials, annual impact reports and 

other organizational updates, invitations to exclusive events such as phone briefings with movement 

leaders and environmental champions, and much more!

“ I made a personal decision to leave a gift to the League of Conservation Voters because 

they are fighting for all of us when it comes to climate change and carbon pollution. 

These are the issues I have championed throughout my life and career. If I can help  

that work continue by leaving a gift in my will, then it’s an easy decision.”

Carol Browner
Jay Harris Society Member, Former EPA Administrator,  
Senior Advisor to President Obama, and LCV Board Chair
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Next STEPS
You have two options about where your gift will go:

League of Conservation Voters (LCV) 

LCV is a 501(c)(4) social welfare organization and 

is permitted to conduct advocacy campaigns 

including organizing people to contact lawmakers, 

collaborating with environmental champions in 

Congress to pass strong laws and holding public 

officials accountable.   Contributions and gifts to  

LCV are not tax deductible. 

League of Conservation Voters  
Education Fund (LCVEF)

LCV Education Fund is a 501(c)(3) public charity 

whose work is educational in nature, with projects 

like educating and mobilizing people around 

important environmental and democracy issues. 

Contributions and gifts to LCVEF are tax-deductible 

to the fullest extent permitted by law.

The work of both LCV and LCV Education Fund is critical to 

protecting our planet, so you can’t go wrong in your decision!
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LCV Education Fund 
Sample Language

                

LCV 
Sample Language

                

based on your personal circumstances; we are available to work with you and your advisors. To leave a gift 

for the environment in your will, trust or other planned giving instrument, the following language will be 
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Democracy For All

Recognizing that the work of the environmental 

movement operates within a much broader context 

than is currently recognized, LCVEF is committed 

to fostering a strong, participatory democracy and 

an environmental movement rooted in racially 

and geographically diverse communities. Our 

Democracy For All program works to build a more 

just and equitable democracy that is responsive to 

all people and their will to protect the planet. We 

democracy by bringing new voters— especially from 

groups historically underrepresented in the electorate 

including people of color and young people— into the 

electoral process and by safeguarding ballot access. 

Clean Energy for All Campaign 

A nationwide movement to reject dirty fossil fuels 

and embrace clean energy has taken hold in the 

states. The League of Conservation Voters and our 

Movement— launched the Clean Energy for All (CEFA) 

campaign to accelerate the transition to 100% clean 

energy by 2050 through state and local level action. 

CEFA is a campaign that works with governors, state 

legislatures, and local governments to advance policy 

solutions that commit our communities to an equitable 

and just clean energy future for all. The successes 

from this campaign thus far is in no small part why 1 in 

3 people in America now live in a place committed to 

100% clean energy.

Program Snapshot
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Chispa

The Chispa program (“spark” in Spanish) builds the 

power of Latinx communities and other communities 

of color to achieve climate justice, community health, 

and environmental protections, while also demanding 

accountability from polluters and decision makers. 

Through grassroots organizing, Chispa elevates the 

voices of Latinx communities and brings them to the 

clean energy future. Chispa promotes a strong 

priorities, and leadership of low-income families and 

communities of color. Our community organizing and 

movement with new leaders, increase participation 

accountable to the communities they serve.

Candidate Recruitment and Training

The Candidate Recruitment and Training program 

gives local leaders the tools they need to run for 

Conservation Voter Movement and external partners, 

we are able to appeal to grassroots leaders and 

activists in urban and rural areas, equipping them 

way down to local boards and commissions. Our 

recruitment programs allow us to pursue stronger 

environmental policy at the local level and state  

level, build the power of communities of color 

increase the diversity of the people serving in public 

leadership roles.
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 ot su wolla smargorp tnemtiurcer ruO“ 

pursue stronger environmental policy at  

the local level and state level, build the 

power of communities of color to influence 

key decisions that affect them, and increase 

the diversity of the people serving in public 

leadership roles.”

SHANTHI GONZalES
Candidate Recruitment and Training Manager, LCV

When you leave a gift to LCV or LCV Education Fund in your estate plans, you help us equip the next  

generation of climate champions to pursue environmental justice. Thank you!

Planned giving helps sustain our work for the long haul, as we look decades into the future. Planned gifts can  

help us scale up programs and invest in greater sustainability for our work beyond the next few years. We are 

honored to be considered in your estate planning process. If you include us in your estate plans, please let us  

know so we can welcome you into the Jay Harris Society and recognize your gift, according to your wishes.

If you have any questions about Planned Giving, we’d be more than happy to help.

League of Conservation Voters  | | 

EquiPping the Next generation
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League of Conservation Voters, Inc. (LCV)

votes and actions, and elects pro-environment candidates who will champion our priority issues.

by writing to the charity’s name and address.

The charity may be exempt from registration as a charitable organization in a number of states and jurisdictions. However, if this charity is required 
to register and comply with laws related to charitable contributions, residents of the following states may obtain information as follows: Florida: FL 
Registration CH4662. A COPY OF REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-435- 7352 or 1-800-FLA-Yuda POR ASISTENCIA EN ESPANOL. Maryland: Copies of documents and 
information submitted by League of Conservation Voters under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations Act are available for the cost of copies and postage 
from the Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401, 1-410-974-5534 (1-800-825-4510 within Maryland). Mississippi: 

New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (201) 504-6215 AND ARE AVAILABLE AT www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/.  

New York: 

North Carolina: 
Pennsylvania: 

of League of Conservation Voters may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732- 0999. 
Virginia: 
Consumer Services, P.O. Box 526, Richmond, VA 23218; 1-804-786-1343. Washington:

West Virginia: West 

REGISTRATION WITH A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OR IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THAT STATE.

The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) Education Fund 
values into national, state and local priorities. LCV Education Fund, in collaboration with our state LCV education fund partners, educates the public, media 

activists to advocate for sound environmental policies.

LCV Education Fund is located at 740 15th Street, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20005, and may be reached at (202) 785-8683. You may obtain a copy of 

The charity may be exempt from registration as a charitable organization in a number of states and jurisdictions. However, if this charity is required 
to register and comply with laws related to charitable contributions, residents of the following states may obtain information as follows: Florida: FL 
Registration CH12203. A COPY OF REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-435-7352 or 1-800-FLA-YUDA POR ASISTENCIA EN ESPANOL. Maryland: Copies of documents and 
information submitted by League of Conservation Voters Education Fund under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations Act are available for the cost of copies 
and postage from the Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401, 1-410-974-5534 (1-800-825-4510 within Maryland). Mississippi: 

calling 1-888-236-6167. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE 
PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE 
PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (201) 504-6215 AND ARE AVAILABLE AT www.
state.nj.us/lps/ca/. New York: New York residents may obtain a copy of the League of Conservation Voters Education Fund’s annual report by writing to the 

North Carolina: Financial information about League 
of Conservation Voters Education Fund and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Section at 919-807-2214. Pennsylvania: 

State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: 
Washington: A Notice 

Secretary of State at 1-800-332-GIVE. West Virginia: 
Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.

REGISTRATION WITH A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OR IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THAT STATE.



League of Conservation Voters

740 15th Street NW, Suite 700 

Washington, DC  20005

202.454.4547  |  legacy@lcv.org


