1974 ENVIRONMENTAL VOTES
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EXPLANATION OF VOTES

Listed below are the most important record votes on the House floor last year. This yezy
the votes cover a droad range of issues including: nuclear energy, land use, clean air,

water resources, worker safety and health, strip mining, mass transit and water pollutioj
Even though the charts cover a wide spectrum of issues, it still does not reflect a Rap-
resentative's total records. A member'’s public vote is only the tip of an iceberg and
the tip may be deceiving. Behavior on an important committee or performance back in

the district may have far more impact than votes on the floor, Public votes reflect the
pressure of a member‘'s constituency as well as his personal conviction and may make hing

appear better or worse than he ig in the privacy of a committee room.

EXPLANATION OF SCORES

Votes we consider correct are in capitals wrong votes are in small letters. Each member|
of Congress is given a score based on the votes shown. To compute the score, calculats |
the percent of correct votes actually cast (ignoring absences), Then subtract 2 pointt?
am m penaiiy for every alisiwe. Many Laperiant —votss hz bean lest hacgums. membhewny
not bother to show up for the vote. Unavoidable absences caused by illness appear in
capital letters and are not penalized.

THE LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS

The League is a national nonpartisan campaign committee that supports legislators wor-
king to protect the environment and opposes those who are most destructive. We raise
money for a few candidates who face especlally close races and endorse others who de-
gerve regognition, The League works in cooperation with the Environmental Policy
Center and we base our decisions upon the advice of conservation leaders from many

groups.,
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Energy Researcn and Jeve.opment Appropriaiions {or Iis- --%.4). Ine vote is on
the Roncalio amendment to delete $4.3 million from =n: aw Jucget for research to develop
methods of recovering natural Tesources by setting off underground nuclear explosions. The AN
had already spemt 16 years and $150 million trying unsuccessfully to stimulate natural gas

by nuclear explosions. Several private studies by the U.S. Geological Survey, Shell 01l

and others had expressed serious doubts about the ARC's resource recovery program. BEnvirone
mentalists opposed the program because of disruption to wildlife, risks of earthquakes and
radioactive contamination of underground water suppliee and other resources lying above the
explosion sites. The President opposed the amendment. April 30, 1974. Rejected 190=207
"YES" is the corresct vote.

v

Bnergy Supply and Coordination Aot of 1974 (H.R. 14368). The vote is on the Wyman amendment

to suspend auto emission controls until 1977, except in areas having heavy air pollution levels,
The amendment would makeit nearly impossible for those cities not cited as having "heavy pollu~
tion levels" to meet the 1975 ambient air standards. The National Realty Commission estimated
that a city such as Denver, not required under the Wyman amendment to use auto emission devices,
would have to reduce its vehicle miles by 76% to meet pollution standards for carbon menoxide
and oxidants. (Such reductions ocould only come through stringent rationing.) The President
took no position on the amendment. May 1, 1974 Rejected 167=-221 "NO" is the correct vote.

Public Works Atomic Energy Commission Appropriations for fiscal 1975 (H.R. 15155). The vote is
on the Conte amendment to delete $800,000 used to resume planning on the Dickey Lincoln preject,
The giant project, as big as the Aswan Dam, would flood 140 square miles of wildernmess, destroy-
ing thousands of acres of prime recreational streams. Economists argued that the costs of the
Dickey Lincoln, if evaluated under comparable assumptions, would run 60 to 80 percent higher
than a fossil fuel plant of the same capacity. Yet the project would only operate 24 hours a
day and would not benefit the majority of New England consumers hardest hit by inflated energy
costs. Environmentalists opposed the project, saying that it represented a poor way of solving
the region's energy problems. The President did not take a position on the amendment, June 6,
1974 Rejected 186~201 "YES" is the correct vote.

Land Use Policy Planning and Assistance Act of 1974 (H.R. 10294). The vote ism on the rule to
allow the House to debate a bill which provided grants to states to establish land use programs
that would regulate development in areas of "critical environmental concermn" and around key
facilities such as airports and highway intercohanges. Environmentalists have long advocated
the need for a federal land use bill to control irresponsible and destructive development.

The Nixon Administration had once considered land use a number one priority, but switched

its position and opposed the bill at the last moment, June 11, 1974. Rejeoted 211-204 "YES®
is the correoct vote.

Labor-HEW Appropriations for fiscal 1975 (H.R. 15580). The vote is on the Symms amendment to
reduce appropriati ons for the Occupational S8afety and Health Administration by $30 million. The
Act gave the Secretary of Labor authority to protect the workplace environment of industrial,
farm and construction workers who are often exposed to high levels of noise, pesticides and
other forms of pollution. As passed by Congress, the law encouraged states to do most of the
enforcement, and several states have already begun aggressive programs. This amendment would
eliminate all granta to states that had started their own OSHA programe and discourage others
from entering the program. The President took no position on the amendment., June 27, 1974
Rejected 179-218 "NO" is the correct vote.

Labor-HEW Appropriations for fiscal 1975 (H.R. 15580). The vote is on the Ronoallo amendment
to prohibit th® use of any funds, either directly or indirectly for abortions, abortion inducing
drugs, abortion referral services, research or for health or disability insurance abortion bene-
fita., Opponents nf the amendment noted that it was not limited to abortion, but would also m -
ivit Ve IUD ab w Lundtlac., tive, cati~coacepilon ATUES in zasez | L rape and would tlre-tan ol
family planning services nationwide. Many environmentalists advocate the need for family plan=-
ning and abortions because overpopulation hastens the depletion of resources and is a root
cause of nearly all enviionmental problems. The Nixon Administration took no position on the
amendment. June 27, 1974 Rejected 123-247 "NO" is the correct vote.

Amendments to the Price Anderson Indemnity provisions of the Atomic Energy Aot of 1954 (H.R. 15523).
The bill sets up a federal insurance program with a maximum limit of $560 million in damages to be
paid to affected communities in the event of a nuclear accident., Congress was asked to set these
low liability limits for over ten years without yet knowing the results of the Rasmussen study of
the safety and operating records of nuclear reactors nationwide. The vote is on the Roncalio
amendment to limit the extension of the Act to Feb.l, 1979 instead of September 1, 1987. This
would permit orderly planning of plants under construction, but also give Congress a chance to
re-evaluate the nuclear liability issue when more infomation was available. An ARC study pred-
icted that a nuclear accident could cost billions, and such low liability limits help to insul-
ate the nuclear power industry from the consequences of a disaster and thus reduce its motivation
for safety, Environmentalists argued that the bill gave an unfair subsidy to the nuclear power
industry, since other energy industries must pay their own damages or find private insurance
companies to compensate the viotims of accidents. The President took no position on the amend-
ment. July 10, 1974 Rejected 138-267 "“YES" is the correct vote.

Surface Mine Control and Reclamation Act of 1974 (H.R. 11500). The vote is on the Hosmer sube
stitute bill to prescribe weaker environmental standards for surface mining and reclamation thex
those approved by the House Interior Committee. The Hosmer substitute did not provide for re-
clamation of previously strip mined lands, for Indian lands or for open pit mining. There was
no requirement for successful revegetation or any protection to surface owners whose land is
strip mined by coal companies, Rep Patsy Mink and others who opposed the substitute said that
"there was no merit to the coal companies' scare tactics that the Committee bill would shut
down mines all across the country." The Committee bill was similar to tough mining laws in
Ohio and Penngylvania where coal production had increased and miners had not been thrown out
of work. The President took no official position on the amendment, but did release a memo
objecting to major provisions in the Committee bill., July 18, 1974 Rejected 156=255 "NO"

is the correct vote.

Surface Mine Reclamation Act of 1974 (H.R. 11500). The vote is on the Hosmer amendment to exem;®
strip mining operations, even those on steep slopes from restoring the land to its approximate
original contour, if the land were later used for agricultural or recreational purposes, Even
when tough restrictions on regrading and revegetation are upheld, experience has shown it extres
ely difficult to stabilize materials on steep slopes. Opponents of the amendment argued that
"sameone could simply plant oate without any intention of restoring the land to productive use”
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mencal damage. D€ LiXOn AGMLALITIAILON SO0K [0 0L1l3iad POSBLILON In the amencment. Juiy 23,
1974. Adopted 213=193 "NO" is the correct vote.

AIXC Ompibus Bill (H{4R. 15582)., The bill would allow the President to give nuclear materials and
technology for reactors under 5 megawatts to other nations, no matter how unstable, unless re=
Jjected by both the House and Senate within 60 days and the measure not vetoed by the President.
The vote is on the Long amendment to require Congress to specifically approve any such agreements.
Certain nuclear plants under 5 megawatts produce sufficient plutonium so that any country could
manufacture an atomic bomb within 3 or 4 years., If environmental and safety standards are less
stringent than in the U.S., the nuclear power industry will have an incentive to proliferate ine
ternationally thereby increasing the dangers of nuclear accidents. The Nixon Administration took
no official position on the amendment. July 31, 1974 Passed 194-191 "YES" is the correct vote,

Federal Mass Transit Act of 1974 (H.R. 12859). The vote 'is on the Milford amendment to strike
all operating subsidies for mass transportation from the bill. The House had already rejected
another bill offering desperately needed subsidies to major mass transit systems because they
expected the new bill would provide a more comprehensive means of funding for both major cities
and for small urban areas struggling to provide public transportation at reasonable cost. Withe
out operating subsidies, many transportation systems cannot set fares low enough to encourage
heavy public use that is essential to conserve fuel and reduce air pollution. The Ford Admine
istration took no official position on the amendment. August 15, 1974 Rejected 197=-202 "NO"
is the correct vote. : ’

Federal Mass Transportation Act of 1974 (H.R. 12859). The vote is on the Harsha substitute to
reduce all federal spending on mass transportation from $20 billion to $11 billion. The bill
was intended to be a comprehensive 6 year program to fund existing systems as well as new transit
operations in both cities and rural areas., The American Public Transit Association estimated
that 83 to $4 billion per year would be needed just to fund new transit systems. By allocating
only $1.8 billion per year, the Harsha substitute bill would allow many systems to decay, losing
more riders and increasing operating deficits., Thus the nation would be forced to rely even
more heavily on automobiles, causing increased air pollution and gasoline consumption, whose
rising prices have a major inflationary impact. The Ford Administration supported the amendment.
August 20, 1974 Passed 257-155 'NO" is the correct vote,

House Committee Reorgranization (H. Res. 988). The vote is on the Hansen substitute motion to
the Bolling proposal which reorganized House Committees. Environmentalists strongly supported
the Hansen substitute for several reasons: First, the Bolling proposal let the Joint Atomic
Energy Committee keep all jurisdiction over both the promoticn and regulation of nuclear power,
while the Hansen substitute gave the Interior Committee oversight jurisdiction over non-mili=-
tary nuclear energy. Environmentalists felt that this would encourage a broader and more
objective Congressional scrutiny of the hazards of nuclear power. Secondix, the Bolling proe=
posal lumped all jurisdiction over health and environmental issues into the same Committee
that handled fuel extraction and energy production, thus making it easier for the huge energy
comglomerates to dominate environmental policies just by controlling one Committee, The Hane
sen measure retained diverse jurisdiction of energy and environmental issues, The President
did not take a position on the amendment. Oct 8, 1974 Adopted 203-165 "YES" is the correct
vote.

Energy Transportation Security Act of 1974 (H.R. 8193). The vote is on the motion by Rep. \ck
Pont to delete a section of the bill requiring vessels entering internal straits on the West
Coast to be constructed with anti~-pollution equipment. The Alaska Pipeline bill required the
Coast Guard to issue standards to prevent spills from tankers leaving the Port of Valdez, but
tre gtandardas vera never promulgated. Yeu. studies by *l.e Coaa” Cuard itself showed tnit double .
bottoms would have been effective in preventing over 90% of the spills in the U.S. ifrom 1969~
1973, This would have saved 11,000 tons of oil pollution. Bnvironmentalists have long advo= /
cated the need for double bottoms on all ships, and supported the bill's double bottom require=
ment as a first step in safeguarding U.S. waters from massive oil spills. The President took

no position on the amendment. Oot 11, 1974. Rejected 95-201 "NO" is the correct vote. /

i

/

Safe Water Drinking Act of. 1974 (He.R. 13002), The vote is on the passage of a bill to give

EPA authority to-set national standards for safe drinking water to prevent waterbrone disease
outbreaks and chemical contamination. From 1961-1970, the U.S. Public Health Service re=

ported over 46,000 illnesges and 20 deaths resulting from unsafe drinking water., Many scientists

‘believe that carcinogens such as those found in New Orleans and Cincinnati may well prove to be

widespread, since over 90% of municipal water systems are not designed to filter out toxic
chemicals and viral pollutants. The President opposed the bill. Nov 19, 1974 "YES" is the correct
vote.

Agriculture, Environment and Consumer Protection Appropriations for fiscal 1975 (H.R. 16901) .
The vote is on the Whitten amendment to prohibit the EPA from using any of its funds to enforce
section 110 of the Clean Air Act, pending a complete judicial review. Section 110 requires EPA
to regulate indirect sources of air pollution by restricting new parking facilities, shopping
centers, highways, airports and other facilities that would create so much auto traffic that
they violated air pollution standards. Several shopping centem had filed judicial review law
suits to escape compliance with Section 110, Environmentalists opposed the amendment because
they believe that new developments should have to account for the additional pollution that
they generate., The President took no position on the amendment. Dec. 12, 1374 Passed 282-30

"NO" is the correct vote.

Wild and Scenic Rivers Amendment (S. 2439). The vote is on the Taylor motion to suspend the
rules and pass a bill to provide a two year study of 70 miles of the New River for possible
inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Enactment of the bill would delay construc—
tion of an FPC licensed pumped storage project, which would actually consume 4 units of energy
for every 3 units produced. The project would displace thousands of residents, flooding 40,000
acres of land that produce $13.5 million in yearly farm revenues—all for an annual benefit of
only $6.7 million, of which half are questionable recreation benefits, Supporters of the bill
argued that the FPC had not adequately considered alternatives to the project nor the value
of the natural river as one of the few free flowing rivers in the East. The President took
no position on the amendment, but his chief energy advisor, Roger C.B. Morton supported the
bill. Dec. 18, 1974 Rejected 196-181 because it failed to get a two-thirds majority. "YES®
is the correct vote.
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2 Dickinson (R)
3 Nichols (D)

4 Bevill (D)

1 Edwards (R)
6 Buchanan (R)
? Flowers (D)

5 Jones (D)
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27 Goldwater (R)
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23 Clawson (R)
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KENTUCKY

1 Stubblefield (D)
2 Natcher (D)

3 Mazzoll (D)

4 Synder éa)
5 carter (R)

6 Breckinridge (D)
7 perkins (D)

LOUISANA

1 Hebert (D)

2 Boggs (D)

3 Treen (R)

4 Waggonner (D)
5 passman (D)

6 Rarick (ng

7 Breaux (D

8 Long (D)

MAINE

1 Kyros 51))
2 Cohen (R)

MARYLAND

1 Bauman (R)

2 Long (D)

3 Sarbanes (D)
4 Holt (R)

5 Hogan éR)
6 Byron (D)

7 MAtcleil (D)

8 Gude (R)

MASSACHUSETTS

1 Conte (R)
2 Boland (D)
3 Donohue (D)
4 Drinan §D)
5 Cronin (R)

6 Harrington (D)
7 Macdonald (D)
8 O'Neill (D
9 Moakley (D
10 Heckler (R

11 Burke (D)

12 Studds (D)
MICHIGAN

2 Esch (R)

3 Brown (R)

5 Vander Veen gn%
6 Chamberlain (R
8 Traxler (D)

9 Vander Jagt (R)
11 Ruppe (R)

12 O'Hara (D)
14 Nedzi (D)
15 Ford (D)
17 Griffiths (D)
18 Huber (R)

1 Conyers (D)

4 Hutchinson (R)
7 Riegle (D)

10 Cederbverg (R)
13 Digss En)
16 Dingell (D)

19 Broomfield (R)
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