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EXPLANATION OF VOTES

Listed below are the most important record votes on the House floor
during the second session of the 94th Congress. Bear in mind that

the chart does not reflect a Representative's total record. A Member's
public vote is only the tip of an iceberg, and the tip may be deceiving.
Behavior on an important committee or performance back in the district
may have far more impact than votes on the floor. 'Public votes reflect
the pressure of a Member's constituency as well as his or her personal
convictions, and may make the Member appear better or worse than he or
she is in the privacy of a committee room.

EXPLANATION OF SCORES

Votes we consider correct are in capital letters, wrong votes are in
small letters. Each Member of Congress is given a score based on the
votes shown. To compute the score, calculate the percent of correct
votes actually cast (ignoring absences). Then subtract two points as
a penalty for every absence. Many important votes have been lost
because Members did not bother to show up for the vote. Unavoidable
absences appear in capital letters and are not penalized.

THE LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS

The League is a national nonpartisan organization that analyzes,
evaluates, and publicizes the records of public officials. We help
conservationists participate more effectively in the democratic process
at all levels of government. The League works in cooperation with the
Environmental Policy Center, and we base our decisions upon the advice
of conservation leaders from many groups.
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‘iDLIANA DUNES nacional Lakeshore Amendments (HR 11455). The vote is on the Taylor motion to suspend the rules ang pass
. bill authorizing $53.5 million to add 4,340 acres ro the Indiana Dunes Yational lakeshore. This is the natign' s firsc
jovernment-protected lakesnore, located on the southeastern coast of Lake Michigan. The expansion provided for in the
Hill would accomplish 3 major objectives: L) protect unique blological and geological areas from industrial and regi-
dential development, 1) provide buffer zones to protect f{ragile and unusual ecosvstems from damage bv nearby Steelnillg,
Jumpsites and highwavs. and 3) provide a valuable recreation area for che 10 million people living within 2 hours of the

779

park. February 17, 1376. ‘otion agreed to 272-118. "YES" is the correct vote.

3LACK LUNG, Amendments to the Federal Coal Mine Health & Safety Act (HR 10760). The vote is on the passage of a bill to
grant black lung benefits to any miner who has worked for J0 vears in an underground bituminous coal mine, or for 25 vears
in an underground anthracite mine. The bill also creates an induscrv-rfinanced trust fund to provide payments of black
lung benefics vironmentalists noped that the measure would ¢ncourage coal companies to spend money on dust control in
order o decrease the future costs of their black lung compensation programs. March 2, 1976. Adopred 210-183. ''WES"

is the correct vote.

WATER CONSERVATION FUND (HR 12234). The Land & Yater Conservation Fund is the major source of monev available
e purchase of scate and federal parks and recreation areas. The bill as written proposed a2 three-step authoriza-
zion {ncrease o

amendment o reauce tne increase to $600 million for 1930 and thereatfter. At the time of the vote, the Fund had a-$2.9
Hillion backlog of authorized land vet to be purchased. so the larger increase was clearly the more desirable for conser-
vationiscs. Mav 3, 1976. Rejected 111-282. '"NO" {s the correct vote.

SOLAR EZNERGY, fnergy Research & Development Administracion Auchorizations (HR 13350). The vote is on the Anderson amend-
ment to e¢liminate provisions authorizing an additional 358 million for solar heating and cooling of buildings. In the
past, the Office of Technology Assessment has criticized ERDA's program for failing to provide the necessary money for
starf and sufficient funding for specific programs. The original Jerfords amendment sought to solve these problems by
providing the program with an additional $116 million. Anderson's amendment would have cut this increase in half. The
sun is a safe, Jecentralized and renewable energy source available for heating and cooling, but it has been ignored by
the energy induscrv, and its development impeded by inadequate government funding., May 19, 1976. Rejected 188-207.

"NO" is the correct vote.

NUCLEAR BREEDER REACT R. fnergy Research & Development Administration Authorizations (HR 13350). The vote is on whether
or nol zo sudbstizute the weak Anderson amendment for the stronger Fraser amendment. The Fraser amendment would have re-
quired the Nuclear magulatoty Commission to conclude that the Clinch River demonstration breeder reactor was safe before
construction could Begin, whereas Anderson’s amendment did not require any safety findings until the reactor was finished
and in need of 3 license to operate. By that time, the NRC, which has never refused to license a completed plant, would
be under considerable financial pressure to allow the reactor to operate. The first attempt to operate a breeder--the
Fermi reactor--nad to be stopped because the reactor suffered a parctial core melt-down and nearly exploded. Environ-
mentalists contend that the public has a right to know before construction that the breeder has been designed safely.

May 20, 1976. adopted 238-140. '"NO' is the correct vote.

WETLANDS, Water Pollucion Control Act Amendments (HR 9560). The vote is on the Wright amendment to Section 404 to reduce
the Army Corps of Tnglneers‘ regulatory power over the discharge of dredge and fill materials into wetlands, and coastal
and inland waters. This action would remove fedefral jurisdiction over 98% of the nation's stream miles, and 80% of all
wetlands. Such o drascic reduction of federal regulation could result in dredging in many areas with sediment containing
toxic or cancer-vausing materials, and could allow previously protected wetlands to be filled in by developers. Healthy
wetlands are essential for the health of the U. S. commercial fishinz industry, the survival of migratory water fowl,

and as filters againsc pollurtion. June 3, 1976. Adopted 234~1l1. '™N0" is the correct vote.

OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING, Amendments to the Outer Continental Shelf lLands Act (HR 6218). The vote is on the Fish amendment
to make optional Title II, which included virtually all of the substantive changes in the OCS leasing procedure. The
provisions in Title II encouraged greater competition by small oil and gas companies, provided for state participation

in federal oil leasing decision-making, and established stricter sarety requirements. Most importantly, it separated
exploration from development, a change which allowed states time to plan for the onshore impacts of offshore oil develop-
ment. The Fish amendment would have eliminated the heart of the hill environmentalists hoped to pass. June 14, 1976.
Rejected 139-209. "N0" i{s the correct vote.

GARRISON DIVERSION, Public Works~ERDA Appropriations, Fiscal 1977 (HR 14236). The vote is on the Fraser amendment to
cut $312.6 million in funds for the Garrison Diversion Project in Yorth Dakota. FEnvironmentalists have brought suit
against the Bureau of Reclamation for failing to complete impact statements on kev segments of the project while contin-
uing construction. he Garrison Diversion Project would Jdestrov North Dakota wetlands, and damage or destroy 8 National
Wildlife Refuges. Salty irrigation return flows from the proicct would pollute the Souris and Red Rivers, violate Min-
nesota state water quality standards, and violate the U. 5. - cinadian Boundary Water Treaty of 1909. Finally, the
project would destroy almost 220,000 acres in order to irrizate 230,000 acres that are already productive. Fraser's
amendment would halt construction of the project's princinal source of irrigation water until the International Joint
Commission decides what, if anv, changes are needed to mitigate damages to Canada. June 15, 1976. Rejected 156-244.
“vES" is the correct vote.

POPULATION RESFARCH, Labor-HEW Appropriacions, Fiscal 1977 (HR 13232). The vote is on the Scheuer amendment to increase
Zunds rfor population research bv $16 million. The denter for Popularion Research has received onlv tinv increases in

its budget over -he past 4 vears. Yet, new discoverius orf birth control pill hazards have highlighted the fact that there
is s5till no 100" safe and effective way to prevent jdresnancy. .\ report put out by the Ford Foundation in 1976 indicated
chat the United States would have to increase its budzet by more than 307 just to maintain the level of services pro-
vided in 1974, The report advocated spending five times the present amount to promote a vigorous Donulaclon research
program. June 14, 1976. Rejecrted 122-278. "VES" is the correct vote.

1o

T, Transportation appropriations, Fiscal 1977 (HR 14134). This vote is on the Yates amendment to prohibit the use of
deral aviaction Administracion funds for ailr traffic control of the British and French versions of the SST. Since the
AA s responsible for all civilian air traffic concrol in the United States, such a provision would effectively prevest
he $ST's from ianding anvwhere in che countrv. The United States has not ver set supersonic noise standards, but the
European Concordes produce twice as much noise on fakeoff as the loudest subsonic jets, and exceed the U. 5. noise
standards for subsonic aircraft. Environmentaliscs supported the Yates amendment because the aircraft in question wou
subject thousands of people living near airports to unacceptable noise levels, and consume 3-4 times as much fuel per
seat mile as the largest commercial jet. June 18, 1976. Rejected 126-269. "YES" is the correct vote.
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¢ ralse the present level of 3300 million co 3300 million by 1980. This vote is on Representative Skubitz's
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MINING WITHDRAWALS, Public Land Policy (HR 13777). The vote is on the Mink amendment fo raduce the power of Congress to
’}‘a vero proposals to withdraw certain parcels of public land from mining. Under the 1372 Mining Law, any individual or

company could stake a claim and eventually take title to public lands containing mineable minerals. To prevent whole-

sale destruction of U. S. public lands, the Department of the Interior has developed procedures to withdraw scenic or

otherwise valuable land to prevent such claims and to protect it from mining. The 5ill would weaken Interior's power

bv making withdrawals subject co Congressional veto if the affected land area exceeds 3,000 acres: Mink's amendment

allows a veto only when the land area exceeds 25,000 acres. July 22, 1976. Rejecced 191-193. "WES" i{s che correct vote.

action placing a ceiling on spending obligations for FY 1977 highwav nrograms. The senate called for a ceiling of $7.2
billion, but the provision allows Congress to change this figure befores the beginnine of FY 1977. Passage of the measure
would prevent che Public Works Committee from exceeding the spending -zilings established bv the Joint Congressional

¢]:;2 HIGHWAY SPENDING, Transportation Appropriations (HR 14234). The vote is on the McFall amendment to concur with Senate

ANIUM ENRICHMENT, Nuclear Fuel Assurance .acr (HR $401). This is the second vote on the Bingham amendment to delete
13 sections authorizing the Energy Research & Development Adminiscration to contract with private industrv for development
of uranium enrichment plants. The Ford .Jdminiscration and the nuclear induscry wanted this bill in order to transfer
the once highly secret uranium enrichment process from the government o private induscry, and to authorize 38 billion
in subsidies to encourage such private varticipation. The bill also required the govermment to assume all liabilities,
! including debts, if any privare induserv failed to manufacture uranium protitably after a vear of operation. The enrich-
ment capacity generated by private involvement would far exceed U. §. needs, and would probably lead to the increased
export of these dangerous nuclear -uels. Finallv, uranium enrichment has a poor success record, requires huge amounts

of land, energy and capital, and orffers no satisrfactory solutions to the problems of long-term waste storage. August %
1976. Rejected 192-193., '"YES" {3 -he correct vote.
NATIONAL PARK TAXES, Payments in lLieu of Ilaxes (HR 9719). In the past, many communities have opposed the creation of

i nearby National Parks because the parks would decrease their tax bases. This bill was designed to overcome the problem

by compensating local communities for tax revenues lost when private lands are purchased bv the federal governmenct. The
vote i1s on the Skubitz amendment to remove the National Park Svstem from the lands covered bv rhe bill--an action which

Jefeats the main purpose of the legislacion. While National Forests and wildlife refuges would still be covered, their
establisiment rarely involveg purcitase of large chunks of private land, so thev do not create the same tax problems as
new park acquisitions. August 5, 1976. Rejected 96-302. "N0" is the correct vote.

1 MEW RIVER, Amendments to the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (HR 13372). The vote is on passage of a bill to designate
'35 26.5 miles of the New River in Yorth Carolina as part of the Wild & Scenic Rivers System. This action preserves a
peautiful river, archaeological and historical values, the existing farmlands, and fine fishing and canceing. It also
invalidates the Federal Power tommission's license to comstruct the 3lue Ridge Dam hydroelectric power project. Althousmh
the project would create 1500 cemporary construction jobs, it would also banish 3,000 people from their ancestral homes
The Dam was fought bitterly by local residents, farmers, fishermen and conservacionists. August 10, 1976. Passed 311-73
. "YES" is the correct vote.

with the Senate and reject measures forbidding the use of federal funds to pay for, or in anv way enccurage, abortions.
The House previously undermined the Supreme Court ruling that all women should have equal rights to abortion by voting
to stop all federal aid to help low income women get abortions. Overpopulation hastens the depletion of resources and
is a root cause of many environmental.problems. dugust 10, 1976. Rejected 150-223. ''YES" is the correct vote.

,36 ABORTIONS, Labor-HEW Appropriations, Fiscal 1977 (HR 14232). The vote is on Representative Pritchard's motion to concur

" TOXIC CHEMICALS, Toxic Substances Control Act (HR 14230). The Act authorizes the Environmental Proctection Agencv to
’337 screen and require testing of new industrial chemicals befotre they can be marketed, and to ban or restrict any chemical

posing an unreasconable threat to the environment. This vote is on an amendment giving Congress 60 davs to veto anv
chemical regulations issued by EPA. Such action would undermine EPA's effectiveness and delay implementation of the \ct
Several thousand new chemicals are put on the market each year, but the public has never had any warning svstem to pub=-
licize their dangers prior to discribution. The need for chemical restrictions has been heightened by the dramatic
increase in the incidence of cancer, and by new evidence suggesting that cancer causes may be up to 357 environmentallw-
related. August 23, 1976. adopted 213-157. '™N0' is the correct vote.

cant deterioration” section from the Clean Air Act. This section provides for the protection of pristine air in Nacional
Parks and wilderness areas of 5,000 or more acres, and would force nearby power plants to use the best available pollu-
tion control technology to keep air in the Class T quality classification. Chappell's amendment would have reolaced

the "mo significant deterioration' requirements with weak EPA regulations which offered no mandatorv protection For the
National Parks and wilderness areas, and allowed pollution up to the =minimum public health standards. The minimum stan-
dards are probably not strict enough to prevent the long-term negative effacts of low levels of pollution to public nealth.
September 3, 1976. Rejected 156-199. 'N0" is the correct vote.

438 NONDEGRADATION, Clean Air Act Amendments (HR 10498). The vote is on the Chappell amendment to delete the 'no signifi-

NATIONAL PARKS MINING (S 2371). The vote is on the Young amendment to exempt part of Alaska's Glacier Bayv National Monu-
‘! aent from a ban on new mining claims. The original bill closes a number of national parks and monuments to new mining
claims but permits existing operations to continue. The amendment in question would allow new claims to be staked in a
monument where there are alreadvy 20 existing claims for nickel and copper mining. Environmentalists maintain that mining
is incompatable with the aims of the National Parks Service. September 14, 1976. Rejected 110-251. '"N0" is the correct
vote, .

DEATH VALLEY MINING, National Parks Mining (S 2371). This vote is on Representative Duncan's amendment to the above bill.
29 Duncan proposed replacing the total ban on Death Valley mining claims with a weaker 4 vear moratorium on claims for min-
arals other than talc (talc would remain permanently banned). This would mean that after 4 vears Death Vallev National
Slonument would once again be open to claims for borates, the wining of which was destructive enough to proavoke the ori
nal public outcry against mining in Death Valley. September 14, 1976. Rejected 124-240. "NO" is cthe correct vote.

\UTO EMISSIONS, Clean air Act Amendments (HR 10498). The vote is on the Dingell amendment to postpone deadlines for
:EZ‘I aucomobile emission standards regulating carbon monoxides, hydrocarbons, and nitrogen oxides (NOX) from 1978 to 1932.

The amendment would also change the existing NOX standard, making it much more lenient. These adjustments would resuit

in an estimated 120,000 additional atracks of respiratory diseases between now and 1990. \n interagency analvsis

nroduced in April, 1976 bv the Federal Energy administration, the Envirommental Protection Agency and the department

of Transportation concliuded that 1980 fuel economv standards could be improved bv 12-157 and still nmeet the most

stringent air pollution requirements. September 15, 1976. Adopted 224-169. 'NO' is the corvect vote.



WATER RIGHTS, Irrigable Land Reclamation- (MR 13101). The vote is on passage of Representative Bizz Johnson's bill co
allow the Bureau of Reclamation to relax the 160 acre maximum limit (320 acre limit for husband and wife) on farms
receiving federally subsidized water .for lands below Class I standards. (Class I lands are suitable for all types of
crops.) The Reclamation Lands Act of 1902 was intended to provide federally subsidized water to farms of 160 acres or
less. ECnvironmentalists support this policy because it encourages family farmers who are more concerned about wise
stewardship of the land, less oriented to monoculture and less dependent on pesticides and herbicides than large agri-
business corporations. Johmson's bill would substantially weaken the Reclamation act without proper sareguards, and it
would broaden the authority of the Bureau of Reclamation, which has failed to enforce existing laws. September 21, 1976.
Rejected 118-279. '"NO" is the correct vote.

OFFSHORE OIL, Amendments to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (HR $218). The vote is on a motion by Representative
Fish to recommit to the conference committee a bill which revised the procedure for leasing federal oil and gas re-
sources on the Outer Continental Shelf. The motion instructed the House conferees to weaken language concerning

0CS safety regulations, and to delete language giving the Secretarv of :the Interior discretionary authoritv to contract
for federal exploratory drilling. A federal contractual exploratorv program would have allowed the government to

lease in a more informed manner. It would also have restored sorelv needed competition to the leasing process, and
provided the states and the public with time to assess and plan for the inevitable social, economic and environmental
impacts of offshore oil drilling. September 29, lY76. Motion agreed to. 'NO" is the correct vote.
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RHODE ISLAND

1 St. Germain (D) Y Y N Ny vy N Y nn¥onVYy Y¥Yny aaalXNalN 50 75
2 Beard (D) Y N N vy N Y n Y Y nY DX Y ny N a aay? 59 78
SQUTH CAROLINA
1 Davis (D) nnyyyy Nnnannnn?YNYVYy Ny vy vy NN 35 34
2 Spence (R) nny vy vy yynnmnmnna¥NYnyyy vy y >NV 13 38
3 Derrick (D) n n N XNy v annaydY?Y?TYIXNY Y aNNDNDNNNNXN 64 32
4 Mann (D) nnyyvyvyy Y¥YnnnannYy Y anyyy Ny Ny 22 22
5 Holland (D) Y n Ny yy ann?YmnnYDNaaay NNUVY a a 29 38
6 Jenrette (D) Y ny Ny y ¥NY noannmnVYNY vy y ¥ N y N X 52 39
SOUTH DAKOTA
1 Pressler (R) nn NNy vy Nn Y nnnnNYay N NNy vy v 39 68
2 Abdnor (R) ann NNy vy yannnnnonanUNZYnayy y vy v 16 18
TENNESSEE
1 Quillen (R) n Y Ny yyvy amn< YmnadYmnamnmuaNyvyyy Ny 24 5
2 Duncan (R) Y Y vy yyvyyvynYmnaYnNnnunyyDNNVy RNy 34 25
3 Lloyd (D) n ¥ vy y y NnnnnnnNYnnyyyyyyYvV 17 38
4 Evins (D) a a ay vy NnnmnaaaaaaayaldlNyyHR 3 15
5 Allen (D) n Y y ¥N Ny ¥a ¥anYVYaYyYy NNVNa£bB®N 63 100
6 Beard (R) nany vy yyyanmnaVY¥YmnyY¥Ymnyyy Ny Ky 17 7
7 Jones (D) n Y yy y y ¥nnaawawaadY¥YayDNDNyyXN 29 51
8§ Ford (D) Y Y N vy ¥y Nn ¥n Y Y aa¥Y?YDXaaaalkCHX 64 76
TEXAS
1 Hall (D) - = =~ = = = = - - nnannXNnnyyy vy KNy 14 -
2 Wilson (D) Y a a vy y y ¥2n Y annamnXNZYTYNUVYVY N v yv vy 34 2
3 Collins (R) nnyy yyynnmnmnanYmny nonyy vy y Vv N v 9 17
4 Roberts (D) Y 2 Xy y yyanamnnmnNYmnnyyyy vy Ny 20 12
5 Steelman (R) Y n Ny y y »a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 0 72
6 Teague (D) A Ay yy a aaazaadYmnNYmnyayNyN Ny 22 0O
7 Archer (R) n nyyyyynnmnmnauamnNnmnyy ayy vy 3 43
& Lckhardt (D) Y Y X X ¥ ¥N a ¥ ¥n Y¥nYDNYYDRNDNDNIDNTEKWV N 84 88
9 Brooks (D) Y n Ny vy vy Nn¢VYanmnndYyY¥YYDNyNNVY VY 43 39
10 Pickle (D) Y a Ny vy vy ynnnY¥Y?Y¥nb¥aayyUNyyy 29 28
11 Poage (D) Y a ¥y yyynnnanVYmnyonaoy vy ¥y vy 13 5
12 Wright (D) Y ¥y y vy ¥nnmnamnnNTYn vy Ny v vy ¥ 25 28
12 Hightower (D) Y Y XN X v vy vy n nnonnmnanNY n y N v y ¥ v 35 22
i< Young (D) Y Y XNy y yynannmnnanNTYmnyyaay Vv y 20 14
lide laGarza D) Y Y N y y 2 N n Y n n Y n X Y n a y N v v y ¥ 3927
16 White (D) Y Y X ¥y vyynnannonnaNnny.y NXy ¥y v 30 29
17 Burleson (D) nny vy yyynnannmnan?Ymnynmnyy y ¥y y vy 4 10
1€ Jordan (D) Y Y XNy Ny XY Y¥Yaay¥Y?Y¥YyYYX¥KDNIXNyHRN 75 73
19 Mahon (D) non Ny yyyannnmn?Y¥YnNTYoaayyvy vy yyy 17 10
20 Gonzalez (D) Y Y Ny vy y Nannmnmnomny n Ny NN XN v vy 5 50
21 Krueger (D) nn Ny yyvyy ¥nmnanman XYYy y Ny y Ny 30 2
22 Paul (D) - - vy v vy Y¥Ynannn ¥ v Y n v vy v vy y N v 2415
23 Kazen (D) Y an XNy y ¥y y oonnnn N Y nvy vy vy vy vy vy 17
24 Milford (D) n n v a a a a a aannnanny.nYy vy yyy Ny 0 1
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9 Kasten (R)
AL Roncalio (D)
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